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Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you are all keep well during this terrible situation that we find ourselves in.  
 
It’s important that while we are all at home over the coming weeks we try to keep active 
and occupy ourselves as much as possible. Gardening is a great way to do that and it’s 
been proven that gardening is good for you! It gets you out into the fresh air, it’s a form of 
exercise and is great for mental wellbeing. I’m sure you’ll all agree that being outside and 
pottering in the garden always helps to lift your spirits and we certainly need that now! 
 
If for whatever reason you can’t get out into the garden, bring some of it into the house. A 
bunch of daffs or spring flowers, pots of primroses, a few stems of blossom or evergreen 
foliage will really make a difference. 
 
Just be careful that when you are in the garden you observe the social distancing 
recommendations, so don’t get too close if chatting to neighbours over the fence.  

 
April is a busy time in the garden, so I’ve put together a selection of things that you can get 
on with over the coming month. I’m sure that when this is all over, you will all have 
amazing gardens! 
 
Take care, keep calm and carry on gardening! 
 

Martin 
 
Jobs for April 
 
Now is a busy time in the vegetable plot. From early April you can sow carrots, beetroot, 
parsnips, spring onions, lettuce, salad leaves, peas and plant onion sets into the garden.  
I also start off leeks and cabbages in small cell trays to produce seedlings for planting out 
at a later date.  
 
It’s also time to plant potatoes into the garden, especially first early varieties. Plant them 
around 12” apart and space the rows 2ft apart. If you don’t have room for potatoes, 
consider planting a few in large pots. Plant one potato in a 10-litre pot of multipurpose 
compost and always keep it moist.  
 
As daffodils flowers start to fade, pinch off the dead flowers to direct the plants energy into 
building up the bulbs for next year.  
 



The grass is growing now, so to keep your lawns in trim try to mow little and often, ideally 
once a week. This helps to thicken up the grass, helping to prevent weeds from 
establishing.  
 
If you’ve not done it yet, there is still time to prune roses to encourage new growth and 
summer flowers. Don’t worry if new growth is developing at the top of the stems. Just 
prune as normal and dormant buds lower down will develop into shoots.  
  
Feed shrubs, roses and perennials in the borders with a general fertiliser such as 
Growmore or dried poultry pellets and hoe the fertiliser into the soil surface where it will 
start to dissolve and do its job. 
 
Hardy annuals such as cosmos, calendula, nigella and larkspur can be sown directly into 
the garden where you want them to flower.  
 
Some perennials, especially those that are later into growth, can be lifted and divided if 
you have gaps that you want to fill. Remember to keep them watered afterwards until the 
settle in.  
 
Keep on top of weeding. Seedling weeds in beds and borders can simply be chopped off 
with a hoe on a dry sunny day and left to wilt. .  
 
From mid to late April you can start sowing French beans, runner beans, courgettes and 
sweetcorn in cell trays or pots in a frost-free place to have plants ready for planting out in 
late May.  
 
Don’t forget your houseplants. The days are now getting brighter and longer, and they will 
be making new growth. Keep them watered and feed once a fortnight with a liquid feed 
such as Baby-bio or Phostrogen.   
 
And finally enjoy your garden and on fine days take time to sit out, have a cuppa and relax!  
 
If you have Facebook or YouTube, as from Monday 30th March, I’ll be posting two 
videos a week from our garden with a selection of hints and tips. They are free to 
watch and subscribe to. All I ask is that you share them with your friends to get 
everyone gardening!  
Please visit – www.youtube.com/channel/UC1FY2rKawr6OBq3nHFyadVw 
OR www.facebook.com/PTrowels/ 
 

With most of us now staying in self-isolation, a day out to a springtime garden is off the 
cards. You can still get a garden fix from the safety of your own home. Here are nine 
virtual garden tours to enjoy.  
 
National Trust’s Hidcote 
Take a 360-degree tour around the old garden, plant house and spectacular red borders of 
the National Trust’s Hidcote Manor Gardens in Gloucestershire. The Art & Craft-inspired 
garden, created in 1907, is known for its intimate garden rooms as well as the Fuchsia 
Garden and Bathing Pool Garden. Take the tour here. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1FY2rKawr6OBq3nHFyadVw
http://www.facebook.com/PTrowels/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hidcote/features/hidcote-virtual-tours


Highgrove Gardens 
Even the gardens of the private residence of Prince Charles and Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall aren’t out of bounds for a virtual tour. Sustainability is the focus for the gardens at 
Highgrove, with designs made to keep the garden growing in harmony with nature. The 
Cottage Garden, Thyme Walk, Lily Pool Garden and Sundial Garden are all available to 
tour online here. 
 
Waddeson Manor Gardens 
Waddeson Manor was built between 1874 and 1885 by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild 
and soon became a buzzing hive of socialites, artists and high society. In 1959 the grand 
house and gardens were opened to the public for all to admire and enjoy. The garden is 
known for its calm beauty and its Victorian horticulture including formal gardens, trees and 
walks. You can now view the gardens online too, complete with a relaxing piano 
soundtrack, here. 
 
Chiswick House & Gardens 
Although technically just a house tour, fans of Chiswick House Gardens may like to take 
walk through this stunning virtual house tour, which has been made with 3D technology 
and is exceptionally detailed. The 18th century gardens, designed by William Kent, are the 
first example of The English Landscape Movement. Find out more about the 
revolutionary, naturalistic landscape here and take the house tour here.  
 
Kew Gardens 
Take a tour of the top ten sights to see at the UNESCO World Heritage Site, Kew 
Gardens, with guided commentary from Kew Garden experts along the way. The Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew has thirty-seven acres of woodland, 14,000 trees and 50,000 
different plant species. The picturesque Victorian glasshouses and Alpine rock garden are 
two other noteworthy sights. Try and spot them all here. 
 
RHS Wisley 
Explore all areas of The RHS’s Wisley garden online, including the Glasshouse, Wisteria 
Walk, Rock Garden and The Mixed Borders. You can also get an aerial view of the 
gardens, shot during the autumn period. Take a look here. 
 
Birmingham Botanic Gardens 
Step inside the Garden Suite at Birmingham Botanic Gardens to see a range of tropical 
plants, succulents and cacti. Although predominantly used for events, the Botanic Garden 
is situated in an idyllic spot, with plenty of plants on display. Explore the Garden Suite 
here. 
 
Monet’s garden at Giverny 
Hop across the channel for a virtual tour and guide of Monet’s spectacular garden at 
Giverny in Normandy, France. Royal Academy curator Ann Dumas and head gardener 
James Priest provide commentary alongside a video tour of the famous garden, including 
the wonderful lily pond. View the garden here. 
 
United States Botanic Garden 
For something further afield, why not try a virtual tour of the United States Botanic Garden, 
located in Washington D.C. On the tour you’ll be able to explore the Conservatory, 
National Garden and Bartholdi Park. You can also do an audio tour and view photos of the 
garden and how it has developed over the last 200 years. Take a virtual wander here. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/igLSEOWqhVHoJw
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/igLSEOWqhVHoJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyYuxTfdtKo&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyYuxTfdtKo&feature=emb_title
http://chiswickhouseandgardens.org.uk/house-gardens/the-gardens/
http://chiswickhouseandgardens.org.uk/house-gardens/the-house/explore-virtual-tour/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioG_Vfh0Kxw
https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley/garden-highlights
https://www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk/venue/virtual-tour/
https://www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk/venue/virtual-tour/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjWx2WNXFF4
https://www.usbg.gov/take-virtual-tour

